
 

 

 

 

Non-Commercial Thinning 

 

The first staff training with the 

drones was included as a session of 

the FY2019 annual Insect and 

Disease Training, and are now 

being used to acquire aerial 

imagery of erosion issues, field 

windbreak condition, and brush 

management work associated with 

removal of eastern redcedar in 

rangelands to reduce fuels and fire 

hazard and improve overall range 

condition. 

Two agroforestry workshops were 

held in FY 2019. One was in 

Mitchell the other in Aberdeen and 

the focus of the workshops were 

Windbreak Renovations, Wildlife 

Plantings, Commission Grant 

Plantings, and Livestock Plantings 

(Windbreaks). Workshop attendees 

included NRCS employees and 

Conservation District Managers.  

RCF foresters continue to work 

closely with the  National Technical 

Assistance Agroforester in 

Nebraska to address issues in South 

Dakota such as the lack of riparian 

windbreaks, pollinator plantings, 

forest farming, and windbreak 

renovation.  

The agroforestry and conservation 

staff have found great potential for 

the unmanned areal vehicles 

(drones) which RCF acquired in 

May of 2019.   

Forest 

Stewardship in 

South Dakota 
Forest Stewardship is often the 

first contact made with forestland 

owners. This program often acts as 

a conduit to other programs such 

as timber harvesting, thinning, 

best management practices, etc.  

 In FY2019, RCF wrote or approved 

18 new forest stewardship plans 

totaling over 6,200 acres. Another 

9 plans were updated totaling 

nearly 2,000 acres. These numbers 

contribute to the total active 

forest stewardship program in 

South Dakota which currently has 

152 plans totaling nearly 50,000 

acres of private forestland.  

South Dakota has 125 private 

forest tracts certified through the 

American Tree Farm System, 

totaling over 21,000 acres. One 

third of those were inspected in 

FY2019 for conformance with the 

standards of sustainability. RCF 

service forester, Allyssa Gregory, 

was selected as the 2018 tree farm 

inspector of the year. 

Natural Resource Conservation  
conservation districts across the 

state. Fifty-seven grant applications 

were received requesting over $1.1 

million. The Conservation 

Commission awarded funding to 53 

projects for a total of $734,209.  

There were 20 projects involving 87 

partnerships between conservation 

districts funded in FY2019. Projects 

included sharing technicians, 

grassland, cropland, wetland, and 

other water quality improvement, 

multi-district information and 

education, and shelterbelt 

establishment. The same year, 

three producers nominated by 

three conservation districts 

received the Soil Conservation 

Award. 

The purpose of the resource 

conservation program is to provide 

for the conservation of soil and 

water resources within the state; to 

prevent or control soil erosion; to 

prevent or minimize flood damage, 

and to conserve, develop, utilize, 

and preserve the natural resources 

of this state. In addition, the 

Division provides administrative 

and technical assistance to the 

State Conservation Commission 

and conservation districts to 

implement the goals within the 

Coordinated Plan for Natural 

Resources Conservation 

(Coordinated Plan).  

In FY2019, program staff made 626 

grant and loan program assists,  

109 non-grant related assists to 

Allyssa Gregory  with 
SD Family Forest Assn 
President, Paul 
Schipke (left), and 
Parks Brigman (right) 

CCGA Project 
 
RCF received the collaborative 
conservation grant and agreement 
(CCGA) in FY2019. The CCGA funds 
are being used to employ a new 
service forester for the next three 
years to work in an eight-county 
area (Sanborn, Jerauld, Aurora, 
Davison, Hanson, Hutchinson, 
Douglas, and Yankton) on 
windbreak renovations.  
 
A windbreak condition survey 
completed in 2016 showed that the 
majority of windbreaks in this eight
-county area were in fair to poor 
condition.  
 
As part of this project, RCF will 
recruit landowners within the eight
-county area to sign up for 
windbreak renovation. RCF will also 
provide all necessary technical 
assistance to the landowners and 
prepare the windbreak renovation 
plans.  

P. 1 

P. 2 

P. 3 

FY2019 Grants  
Awarded    

P. 4 & 5 

Conservation & Rural 
Forestry 

I & D Technical  
Assists 

Technical assists make up the 

majority of what service 

foresters around the state do 

on a daily basis. Many of the 

requests for assistance are 

related to tree health 

concerns, typically related to 

insect, disease, weather, or 

other biological factors. 

Combined technical assists 

related to forest health 

totaled 1,072 in FY2019. 

A goal of RCF is to promote 

professional development of 

staff.  Training is completed 

annually to refresh 

employees on tree insect and 

disease issues common in 

South Dakota. Training was 

held in June 2019, and 

included a visit to the 

Governor’s residence to look 

at some trees of concern.  

The FY19 training session 

also included a segment on 

safe chainsaw use and 

maintenance.  

The presence of emerald ash borer (EAB) was 

confirmed in South Dakota in May of 2018 in 

Sioux Falls, the state’s largest community. 

Throughout FY2019, RCF placed traps to 

monitor adult beetle populations within the 

effected area. Very few beetles were caught in 

traps, even though they were placed in trees 

known to be infested. RCF also worked with 

City of Sioux Falls urban forestry staff and 

volunteers to update street tree inventories 

around the community to determine the 

economic impact of EAB on Sioux Falls. The 

Agriculture Services Division implemented a 

hardwood firewood quarantine to discourage 

the movement of potentially infested wood. 

RCF staff also conducted outreach and 

education efforts in the form of press releases, 

media interviews, and workshops for industry, 

other governmental agencies, and the general 

public largely focused in the eastern half of the 

state. In FY2019, 16 EAB specific workshops 

were held, attracting approximately 650 people.  

In May of 2019, a small satellite infestation was 

reported and confirmed. The satellite 

infestation, one that is not connected to the 

main body of the known infestation, was small 

and appeared to be very recent as the tree 

appeared healthy. RCF conducted a delimiting 

survey of the neighborhood where the new 

infestation was confirmed and there were no 

trees showing the typical symptoms of EAB 

infestation (blonding in the upper canopy 

associated with woodpecker damage).  

The discovery of this new infestation is a 

reminder to homeowners to contact a tree care 

company to have their ash trees injected if they 

want to protect it from this invasive insect. If 

homeowners choose to remove the trees, they 

should only be cut between Labor Day and 

Memorial Day, and the wood can not be moved 

outside of the quarantine area. 

SDDA RCF FY2019 Annual Report 

Report Annual 
South Dakota Department of Agriculture 

Resource Conservation & Forestry Division (RCF) 

Community Forestry & 
Contests 

Forest Health 

523 E. Capitol Ave 

Pierre, SD 57501-3182 

605.773.3623 ph   

605.773.4003 fax 

sdda.sd.gov/conservation-forestry 

“The mission of the Division of Resource Conservation and 
Forestry is to conserve, protect, improve, and develop the 

natural resources of South Dakota for its citizens.” 

“250 copies of this publication were printed by Simpson’s Printing for the Department of Agriculture, Division of Resource 

Conservation and Forestry at a cost of $1.54 per copy.”  

RCF Service Foresters on the rural forestry team work 

as technical experts and liaisons between private forest 

landowners and the agencies providing grant funds for 

private lands forest management. In FY2019, RCF 

foresters worked with landowners on 24 thinning 

projects totaling 333 acres. 

Thinning forests in the Black Hills reduces fuel loads and 

helps prevent large-scale forest disturbances such as 

wildfire and insect and disease outbreaks. Thinning also 

reduces competition of the residual trees and allows for 

more understory vegetation for wildlife browse and 

domestic grazing.  

Non-Comm. Thinning Projects/Acres 

Total 24/333 

Environmental Quality Incentive Program 16/231 

State Conservation Commission Grant 5/59 

NON/Other 3/43 

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and 
institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including 
gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or 
retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines 
vary by program or incident.  

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should 
contact the responsible Agency or USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, 
program information may be made available in languages other than English. 

 
To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at How to File a Program Discrimination Com-
plaint and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, 
call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independ-
ence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov. 

Thinning & BMP 
Audit 

P. 6 

P. 1 P. 6 
P. 3 

Best Management Practices (BMPs) Audit 
BMPs for the protection of water and soil resources during forestry 
operations were established by the State of South Dakota in 1980. BMPs are 
implemented voluntary by forestland owners and forestry practitioners who 
share a commitment to careful stewardship of forest resources.  
The 2018 BMP audit was the fifth iteration since 2001 and revealed that the 
BMP standards were met or exceeded on 95% of the total rated items 
averaged across all timber sales in the Black Hills.  
BMP field audit results are incorporated into training programs, such as 
Logger Education workshops, and provide guidance to any necessary 
modifications of BMP guidelines and manuals. 

https://www.ascr.usda.gov/how-file-program-discrimination-complaint
https://www.ascr.usda.gov/how-file-program-discrimination-complaint
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov


 

 

C
o

u
n

ty 
G

ran
t R

e
cip

ie
n

t 
P

ro
gram

 
P

ro
je

ct N
am

e
 

 A
w

ard
e

d
  

 Lo
cal M

atch
   

 O
th

e
r Fu

n
d

in
g  

 To
tal P

ro
je

ct C
o

sts  

B
ead

le  

B
ead

le C
o

n
servati

o
n

 D
istrict 

C
SW

 
W

ater Q
u

ality fo
r Livesto

ck 
 $

      1
5

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
      3

5
,4

5
7

.0
0

  
 $

                -    
 $

     5
0

,4
5

7
.0

0
  

B
ead

le C
o

n
servati

o
n

 D
istrict 

C
SW

 
Sh

elterb
elts 

 $
      1

3
,1

7
0

.0
0

  
 $

        7
,6

7
9

.0
0

  
 $

         5
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
     2

1
,3

4
9

.0
0

  

B
ead

le C
o

n
servati

o
n

 D
istrict 

C
SW

 
B

au
m

 D
em

o
n

strati
o

n
 Farm

 
 $

      1
3

,5
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
        4

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
    1

2
,6

8
0

.0
0

  
 $

     3
0

,1
8

0
.0

0
  

B
en

n
ett

 
B

en
n

ett
 C

o
n

se
rvati

o
n

 D
istrict 

C
SW

  
B

en
n

ett
/B

ad
lan

d
s Tre

e P
lan

ti
n

g 
 $

      1
0

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
      1

1
,0

3
5

.0
0

  
 $

      1
,0

7
0

.0
0

  
 $

     2
2

,1
0

5
.0

0
  

B
o

n
 H

o
m

m
e 

C
ity o

f A
vo

n
  

U
C

F 
Tree P

lan
ti

n
g 

 $
        1

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
        1

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
                -    

 $
       2

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

B
ro

o
kin

gs 
So

u
th

 D
ako

ta State U
n

iversity 
JP

A
 

Fo
restry Exten

sio
n

 A
greem

e
n

t 
 $

      8
0

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
                 -    

 $
    8

0
,0

0
0

.0
0

  
 $

   1
6

0
,0

0
0

.0
0

  

B
ro

w
n

 
C

ity o
f G

ro
to

n
 

U
C

F 
Tree R

ep
lacem

e
n

t 
 $

        1
,0

0
0

.0
0

  
 $

        1
,0

0
0

.0
0

  
 $

                -    
 $

       2
,0

0
0

.0
0

  

B
ru

le
-B

u
ff

alo
 

B
ru

le
-B

u
ff

alo
 C

o
n

servati
o

n
 D

istrict 
C

SW
 

G
razin

g M
an

agem
e

n
t 

 $
      5

2
,5

0
0

.0
0

  
 $

    1
1

0
,0

0
0

.0
0

  
 $

    1
5

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
   1

7
7

,5
0

0
.0

0
  

B
ru

le
-B

u
ff

alo
 C

o
n

servati
o

n
 D

istrict 
C

SW
 

R
en

o
vati

o
n

 
 $

      1
0

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
      1

0
,0

0
0

.0
0

  
  

 $
     2

0
,0

0
0

.0
0

  

B
ru

le
-B

u
ff

alo
 C

o
n

servati
o

n
 D

istrict 
C

SW
 

A
m

erican
 C

re
ek R

en
o

vati
o

n
 P

ro
ject 

 $
      1

5
,0

0
0

.0
0

  
 $

      2
3

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
      1

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
     3

9
,0

0
0

.0
0

  

B
ru

le
-B

u
ff

alo
 C

o
n

servati
o

n
 D

istrict 
C

SW
 

B
B

C
D

 B
ru

sh
 M

an
agem

en
t 

 $
      1

0
,0

0
0

.0
0

  
 $

      1
0

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
                -    

 $
     2

0
,0

0
0

.0
0

  

B
ru

le
-B

u
ff

alo
 C

o
n

servati
o

n
 D

istrict 
C

SW
 

B
u

rn
 D

efe
rrals P

ilo
t P

ro
gram

 
 $

      2
0

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
      2

0
,0

0
0

.0
0

  
 $

                -    
 $

     4
0

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

B
u

tt
e 

B
u

tt
e C

o
n

servati
o

n
 D

istrict 
C

SW
 

En
viro

th
o

n
 

 $
      2

0
,0

0
0

.0
0

  
 $

      6
8

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
    4

7
,0

0
0

.0
0

  
 $

   1
3

5
,0

0
0

.0
0

  

B
u

tt
e C

o
n

servati
o

n
 D

istrict 
C

SW
 

O
p

en
 Irrigati

o
n

 to
 B

u
ried

 P
ip

e
 

 $
      1

5
,0

0
0

.0
0

  
 $

      1
5

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

  
 $

     3
0

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

B
u

tt
e C

o
n

servati
o

n
 D

istrict 
C

SW
 

B
u

tt
e Livesto

ck W
ater 

 $
      2

0
,0

0
0

.0
0

  
 $

      5
0

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
                -    

 $
     7

0
,0

0
0

.0
0

  

C
h

arles M
ix 

C
h

arles M
ix C

o
n

servati
o

n
 D

istrict 
C

SW
 

Sh
elterb

elt 
 $

      1
5

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
      1

5
,0

0
0

.0
0

  
 $

      4
,0

0
0

.0
0

  
 $

     3
4

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

C
lark 

C
lark C

o
n

servati
o

n
 D

istrict 
C

SW
 

Tree P
lan

ti
n

g/R
e

n
o

vati
o

n
 

 $
      1

3
,7

8
6

.0
0

  
 $

      1
5

,3
1

4
.0

0
  

 $
         5

0
0

.0
0

  
 $

     2
9

,6
0

0
.0

0
  

C
u

ster 
C

u
ster C

o
n

servati
o

n
 D

istrict 
SP

C
 

P
lan

ti
n

g fo
r R

ip
arian

 H
ealth

 
 $

        3
,5

0
0

.0
0

  
 $

        5
,0

0
0

.0
0

  
 $

         2
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
       8

,7
0

0
.0

0
  

D
aviso

n
 

D
aviso

n
 C

o
n

servati
o

n
 D

istrict 
C

SW
 

Tree P
lan

ti
n

g  
 $

      1
2

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
      1

2
,0

0
0

.0
0

  
 $

                -    
 $

     2
4

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

D
aviso

n
 C

o
n

servati
o

n
 D

istrict 
C

SW
 

A
w

aren
ess &

 O
u

treach
 

 $
       2

,5
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
        2

,5
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
                -    

 $
       5

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

D
aviso

n
 C

o
n

servati
o

n
 D

istrict 
C

SW
 

M
u

lti
-C

o
u

n
ty B

ru
sh

 M
an

agem
e

n
t 

 $
      1

0
,0

0
0

.0
0

  
 $

      1
0

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
                -    

 $
     2

0
,0

0
0

.0
0

  

D
ay  

D
ay C

o
n

servati
o

n
 D

istrict 
C

SW
 

N
E G

lacial Lakes 
 $

      2
6

,2
9

0
.0

0
  

 $
    1

7
0

,5
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
      1

,2
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
   1

9
7

,9
9

0
.0

0
  

Ed
m

u
n

d
s 

Ed
m

u
n

d
s C

o
n

servati
o

n
 D

istrict 
C

SW
 

N
o

rth
ern

 C
o

teau
 R

an
ge

lan
d

s II 
 $

      2
0

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
      9

2
,0

0
0

.0
0

  
 $

                -    
 $

   1
1

2
,0

0
0

.0
0

  

Ed
m

u
n

d
s C

o
n

servati
o

n
 D

istrict 
C

SW
 

C
o

n
servati

o
n

 P
racti

ce G
ran

t 
 $

      1
5

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
      1

5
,0

0
0

.0
0

  
 $

                -    
 $

     3
0

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

Ed
m

u
n

d
s C

o
n

servati
o

n
 D

istrict 
C

SW
 

C
o

n
servati

o
n

 Ed
u

cati
o

n
 

 $
       1

,5
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
        1

,5
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
                -    

 $
       3

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

Fall R
iver 

C
ity o

f H
o

t Sp
rin

gs 
U

C
F 

Lib
rary P

ark En
tran

ce
 

 $
       1

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
        1

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
                -    

 $
       2

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

Fall R
iver C

o
u

n
ty W

eed
 an

d
 P

est 
W

P
C

 
B

u
ff

alo
 G

ap
 N

ati
o

n
al G

rasslan
d

s 
 $

       3
,6

3
9

.0
0

  
 $

        3
,6

3
9

.0
0

  
 $

                -    
 $

       7
,2

7
8

.0
0

  

Fall R
iver C

o
u

n
ty W

eed
 an

d
 P

est 
W

P
C

 
B

lack H
ills Fo

rest In
vasives 

 $
       2

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
        2

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
                -    

 $
       4

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

G
ran

t 
G

ran
t C

o
n

se
rvati

o
n

 D
istrict 

C
SW

 
C

o
ver C

ro
p

 
 $

       9
,7

8
4

.0
0

  
 $

      1
7

,0
4

1
.0

0
  

 $
                -    

 $
     2

6
,8

2
5

.0
0

  

G
rego

ry 
G

rego
ry C

o
n

servati
o

n
 D

istrict 
C

SW
 

C
o

u
n

ty P
ro

jects 5
 

 $
     2

0
,0

0
0

.0
0

  
 $

      2
0

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
                -    

 $
     4

0
,0

0
0

.0
0

  

H
aako

n
 

H
aako

n
 C

o
n

servati
o

n
 D

istrict 
C

SW
 

Sh
elterb

elt 
 $

       1
,3

6
6

.0
0

  
 $

        1
,3

6
6

.0
0
 

 $
      1

,4
5

0
.0

0
  

 $
       4

,1
8

2
.0

0
  

H
am

lin
 

H
am

lin
 C

o
n

servati
o

n
 D

istrict 
C

SW
 

SD
A

C
D

E P
ro

m
o

ti
o

n
 

 $
       6

,2
0

0
.0

0 
 $

        3
,4

0
0

.0
0

  
 $

      2
,8

0
0

.0
0

  
 $

     1
2

,4
0

0
.0

0
  

H
am

lin
 C

o
n

servati
o

n
 D

istrict 
C

SW
 

2
0

2
0

 Tree P
lan

ti
n

g 
 $

     1
0

,8
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
      1

2
,8

4
0

.0
0

  
 $

                -    
 $

     2
3

,6
4

0
.0

0
  

H
am

lin
 C

o
n

servati
o

n
 D

istrict 
C

SW
 

Tree P
lan

ti
n

g 
 $

     1
5

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
      2

1
,8

1
7

.0
0

  
 $

         2
1

3
.0

0
  

 $
     3

7
,0

3
0

.0
0

  

H
an

so
n

  
H

an
so

n
 C

o
n

servati
o

n
 D

istrict 
C

SW
 

C
o

ver C
ro

p
 

 $
     1

0
,5

0
0

.0
0

  
 $

      1
2

,1
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
         2

0
0

.0
0

  
 $

     2
2

,8
0

0
.0

0
  

H
u

gh
e

s 
C

ity o
f P

ierre
 

U
C

F 
Tree Lan

d
scap

e P
lan

ti
n

g B
ro

ch
u

re
 

 $
       2

,3
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
           8

0
0

.0
0

  
 $

      1
,6

0
0

.0
0

  
 $

       4
,7

0
0

.0
0

  

H
u

gh
e

s C
o

n
servati

o
n

 D
istrict 

C
SW

 
Sh

elterb
elt 

 $
     1

5
,0

0
0

.0
0

  
 $

      1
3

,7
2

6
.0

0
  

 $
      5

,2
1

1
.0

0
  

 $
     3

3
,9

3
7

.0
0

  

Jackso
n

 
Jackso

n
 C

o
n

servati
o

n
 D

istrict 
C

SW
 

Sh
elterb

elt Estab
lish

m
en

t 
 $

          4
6

1
.0

0
  

 $
            4

0
3

.0
0

  
 $

           5
8

.0
0

  
 $

         9
2

2
.0

0
  

Jerau
ld

 
Jerau

ld
 C

o
n

servati
o

n
 D

istrict 
C

SW
 

W
in

d
b

reak Tree P
lan

ti
n

g 
 $

     1
5

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
      1

3
,0

0
0

.0
0

  
  

 $
     2

8
,0

0
0

.0
0

  

Jo
n

es 
Jo

n
es C

o
n

servati
o

n
 D

istrict 
C

SW
 

Sh
elterb

elt 
 $

     1
5

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
      1

2
,7

5
0

.0
0

  
 $

      2
,2

5
0

.0
0

  
 $

     3
0

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

K
in

gsb
u

ry 
K

in
gsb

u
ry C

o
n

servati
o

n
 D

istrict 
C

SW
 

C
o

n
servati

o
n

 P
racti

ce 
 $

     1
5

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
      1

5
,0

0
0

.0
0

  
  

 $
     3

0
,0

0
0

.0
0

  

K
in

gsb
u

ry C
o

n
servati

o
n

 D
istrict 

C
SW

 
C

o
n

servati
o

n
 Ed

u
cati

o
n

 
 $

       3
,0

0
0

.0
0

  
 $

        2
,0

0
0

.0
0

  
 $

         5
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
       5

,5
0

0
.0

0
  

Lin
co

ln
 

C
ity o

f H
arrisb

u
rg 

U
C

F 
H

arrisb
u

rg U
C

F C
h

alle
n

ge G
ran

t 
 $

       5
,0

0
0

.0
0

  
 $

        5
,0

0
0

.0
0

  
 $

                -    
 $

     1
0

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

Lym
an

 
Lym

an
 C

o
u

n
ty W

eed
 an

d
 P

est 
W

P
C

 
G

rasslan
d

 R
o

ad
 Sp

ray 
 $

       3
,5

0
0

.0
0

  
 $

        3
,5

0
0

.0
0

  
 $

         5
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
       7

,5
0

0
.0

0
  

M
arsh

all 
M

arsh
all C

o
n

servati
o

n
 D

istrict 
C

SW
 

M
u

lti
-P

racti
ce 

 $
     3

5
,0

0
0

.0
0

 
 $

      7
0

,7
4

7
.0

0
  

 $
    3

2
,5

7
0

.0
0

  
 $

   1
3

8
,3

1
7

.0
0

  

M
cC

o
o

k 
M

cC
o

o
k C

o
n

servati
o

n
 D

istrict 
C

SW
 

Sh
elterb

elt 
 $

       6
,8

0
9

.0
0

  
 $

        6
,6

9
1

.0
0

  
 $

         5
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
     1

4
,0

0
0

.0
0

  

M
cC

o
o

k C
o

n
servati

o
n

 D
istrict 

C
SW

 
C

o
ver C

ro
p

 
 $

       2
,5

0
0

.0
0

  
 $

        2
,7

0
0

.0
0

  
 $

         3
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
       5

,5
0

0
.0

0
  

M
ead

e
 

C
ity o

f Su
m

m
erse

t 
U

C
F 

U
C

F C
o

m
p

reh
en

sive
 

 $
       1

,5
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
        1

,3
5

0
.0

0
  

 $
         1

5
0

.0
0

  
 $

       3
,0

0
0

.0
0

  

M
ead

e C
o

u
n

ty W
eed

 an
d

 P
est 

W
P

C
 

Elk/B
ear B

u
tt

e C
reek W

atersh
e

d
 

 $
       5

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
        5

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
      1

,3
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
     1

1
,3

0
0

.0
0

  

M
ellett

e
 

M
ellett

e C
o

n
servati

o
n

 D
istrict 

C
SW

 
M

u
lti

-P
racti

ce 
 $

     3
9

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
      7

4
,5

0
0

.0
0

  
 $

         5
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
   1

1
4

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

M
ellett

e C
o

n
servati

o
n

 D
istrict 

C
SW

 
Tree P

lan
ti

n
g 

 $
     1

5
,0

0
0

.0
0

 
 $

      1
4

,5
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
         5

0
0

.0
0

  
 $

     3
0

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

M
in

er 

M
in

er C
o

n
servati

o
n

 D
istrict 

C
SW

 
So

il H
ealth

 
 $

     1
5

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
      1

4
,9

8
2

.0
0

  
 $

      1
,6

5
3

.0
0

  
 $

     3
1

,6
3

5
.0

0
  

M
in

er C
o

n
servati

o
n

 D
istrict 

C
SW

 
C

o
n

servati
o

n
 A

w
aren

e
ss 

 $
        1

,4
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
        1

,1
5

0
.0

0
  

 $
         5

0
0

.0
0

  
 $

       3
,0

5
0

.0
0

  

M
in

er C
o

n
servati

o
n

 D
istrict 

C
SW

 
P

o
llin

ato
r P

lan
ti

n
gs 

 $
      1

2
,2

5
0

.0
0

  
 $

      1
1

,8
5

0
.0

0
  

 $
         7

5
0

.0
0

  
 $

     2
4

,8
5

0
.0

0
  

M
in

n
e

h
ah

a 
C

ity o
f D

ell R
ap

id
s 

U
C

F 
D

ell R
ap

id
s C

am
p

gro
u

n
d

 P
ro

ject 
 $

        1
,0

0
0

.0
0

  
 $

      1
2

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
         2

0
0

.0
0

  
 $

     1
3

,2
0

0
.0

0
  

P
en

n
in

gto
n

 

P
en

n
in

gto
n

 C
o

n
se

rvati
o

n
 D

istrict 
JP

A
 

G
o

o
d

 N
eigh

b
o

r A
u

th
o

rity - Tim
b

er C
rew

s 
 $

    5
6

8
,3

4
2

.0
0

  
 $

                 -    
 $

                -    
 $

   5
6

8
,3

4
2

.0
0

  

P
en

n
in

gto
n

 C
o

u
n

ty C
o

n
servati

o
n

 
C

SW
 

Th
in

n
in

g fo
r Fo

rest H
ealth

 
 $

      2
0

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
      2

0
,0

0
0

.0
0

  
 $

                -    
 $

     4
0

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

P
en

n
in

gto
n

 C
o

u
n

ty W
e

ed
 an

d
 P

e
st 

W
P

C
 

P
en

n
in

gto
n

 C
o

u
n

ty In
vasives 

 $
        5

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
                 -    

 $
      5

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
     1

0
,0

0
0

.0
0

  

SD
 P

ro
ject Learn

in
g Tre

e
 

SP
C

 
Every C

h
ild

 Learn
s O

u
tsid

e
 

 $
      1

2
,0

0
0

.0
0

  
 $

      1
2

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
                -    

 $
     2

4
,0

0
0

.0
0

  

P
erkin

s 

C
ity o

f Lem
m

o
n

 
U

C
F 

C
o

m
p

reh
en

sive C
h

alle
n

ge G
ran

t 
 $

        2
,0

0
0

.0
0

  
 $

        2
,6

0
5

.0
0

  
 $

                -    
 $

       4
,6

0
5

.0
0

  

P
erkin

s C
o

n
servati

o
n

 D
istrict 

C
SW

 
N

W
 A

rea Tree P
lan

ti
n

g 
 $

      3
6

,0
0

0
.0

0 
 $

      5
5

,8
8

5
.6

4
  

 $
                -    

 $
     9

1
,8

8
5

.6
4

  

P
erkin

s C
o

n
servati

o
n

 D
istrict 

C
SW

 
N

W
 A

rea Sp
ecialist 

 $
     1

5
,0

0
0

 .0
0 

 $
      3

7
,1

0
0

.0
0

  
 $

      4
,0

0
0

.0
0

  
 $

     5
6

,1
0

0
.0

0
  

R
o

b
erts 

R
o

b
erts C

o
n

servati
o

n
 D

istrict 
C

SW
 

C
o

n
servati

o
n

 Ed
u

cati
o

n
 &

 P
u

b
lic A

w
are-

n
ess 

 $
        2

,5
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
       2

,5
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
                -    

 $
       5

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

R
o

b
erts C

o
n

servati
o

n
 D

istrict 
C

SW
 

2
0

1
9

-2
0

2
0

 Trees &
 Sh

ru
b

s 
 $

        5
,7

8
4

.0
0

  
 $

       9
,2

0
0

.0
0

  
 $

         8
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
     1

5
,7

8
4

.0
0

  

R
o

b
erts C

o
n

servati
o

n
 D

istrict 
C

SW
 

Litt
le U

p
p

er M
in

n
eso

ta R
iver 

 $
      1

1
,6

0
6

.1
5

  
 $

      1
6

,1
6

3
.6

5
  

 $
      3

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
     3

0
,7

6
9

.8
0

  

San
b

o
rn

 
C

ity o
f W

o
o

n
so

cket 
U

C
F 

Lake P
rio

r Tree P
lan

ti
n

g 
 $

        1
,0

0
0

.0
0

  
 $

       2
,8

6
0

.0
0

  
 $

      1
,7

5
0

.0
0

  
 $

       5
,6

1
0

.0
0

  

San
b

o
rn

 C
o

n
servati

o
n

 D
istrict 

C
SW

 
Sh

elterb
elt 

 $
        8

,6
7

3
.0

0
  

 $
       7

,6
7

3
.0

0
  

 $
                -    

 $
     1

6
,3

4
6

.0
0

  

Sp
in

k 
Sp

in
k C

o
n

servati
o

n
 D

istrict 
C

SW
 

R
egen

e
rati

ve A
g D

em
o

  
 $

      2
2

,5
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
      3

1
,7

5
6

.0
0

  
 $

    1
7

,7
0

5
.0

0
  

 $
     7

1
,9

6
1

.0
0

  

To
d

d
 

To
d

d
 C

o
n

servati
o

n
 D

istrict 
C

SW
 

Tree G
ran

t 
 $

     1
2

,5
0

0
 .0

0 
 $

      1
2

,5
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
                -    

 $
     2

5
,0

0
0

.0
0

  

To
d

d
 C

o
n

servati
o

n
 D

istrict 
C

SW
 

2
0

1
9

 C
o

ver C
ro

p
 

 $
      1

0
,0

0
0

.0
0

  
 $

       9
,2

0
0

.0
0

  
 $

         8
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
     2

0
,0

0
0

.0
0

  

U
n

io
n

 
C

ity o
f Elk P

o
in

t 
U

C
F 

Elk P
o

in
t Tree P

lan
ti

n
g 

 $
        1

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
       1

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

 $
                -    

 $
       2

,0
0

0
.0

0
  

To
tals 

  
  

 
 $

 1
,4

3
8

,6
6

0
.1

5
  

 $
 1

,3
0

2
,2

8
0

.2
9

  
 $

   2
4

9
,9

1
0

.0
0

  
 $

2
,9

9
0

,8
5

0
.4

4
  

 

South Dakota is a rural state, however, over 

three quarters of the population lives within  

a community setting.  RCF acknowledges this 

and engages communities across South 

Dakota through several programs.   

In FY2019, 34 communities in South Dakota 

qualified for Tree City USA designation, and 

four college campuses for Tree Campus USA.  

As part of the requirement for this 

designation, RCF staff presented at a 

commemoration of Arbor Day at 24 of those 

communities. A total of 43 presentations 

were completed by RCF and included  Project 

Learning Tree, Envirothon, tree care 

workshops, and Smokey Bear and fire 

prevention. 

In addition, RCF staff administered the Arbor 

Day Essay contest and the Arbor Day Poster 

Contest. The speech contest awards first 

through third place winners with a cash prize, 

whereas the top three poster contest winners 

also receive a cash prize, and the top 12 

posters earn their place in a the annual Arbor 

Day Calendar. Both contests also award the 

first place winner’s teacher with a cash prize 

for purchasing school supplies.  

2018 CAPITOL CHRISTMAS TREE  

TREE SPECIES: 

Colorado blue spruce 

DONATED BY: 

Kelsey & Aaron Trimble 

FROM: 

Rapid City, SD 

DECORATED BY: 

Special Olympics South Dakota, 

celebrating their 50 year anniversary 

THEME: 

An Enchanted Christmas 

The 58th annual State Finals of 

the Resource Conservation 

Speech Contest was held at the 

State Capitol on Saturday, April 

27, 2019. The theme of this 

year’s contest was “Ag 

Technology: Farming & 

Ranching for a Future.” Nine 

high school students from 

across South Dakota competed 

at the state level. Placing first 

and receiving a $1,100 

scholarship was Elias Grimsley. 

Grimsley was sponsored by the 

Lawrence Conservation District 

and is a freshman at Spearfish 

High School. He is the son of 

Ron and Misty Grimsley of 

Spearfish. Placing second and 

receiving a $750 scholarship 

was Grace Lentz. Lentz was 

sponsored by the Davison 

Conservation District and is a 

junior at Mitchell High School. 

She is the daughter of John and 

Heather Lentz of Fulton. 

Receiving third and a $450 

scholarship was Taylor 

Storbakken. Storbakken was 

sponsored by the Marshall 

Conservation District and is a 

sophomore at Britton-Hecla. 

She is the daughter of Lynn and 

Rodell Storbakken. 

Scholarships totaling $2,300 for 

the winners were provided by 

Touchstone Energy 

Cooperatives of South Dakota. 

The contest is cosponsored by 

the South Dakota Department 

of Agriculture, the U.S. Fish & 

Wildlife Service, and the South 

Dakota Association of 

Conservation Districts.  

2019 Arbor Day 
Poster Contest 
1st place 
winner:  Mara 
Mohr from 
Parker 
Elementary 

*To view all 2019 contest winners visit  sdda.sd.gov/conservation-forestry 

Contest Winner 
Elias Grimsley 
with Bill Smith 
(left) & Ken 
Gillaspie (right) 

Dakota State 
University Arbor 
Day Event and 
recognition as a 
Tree Campus USA 
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